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The Three Dimensions of Anxiety Consciousness in
Hou Kok Chung’s Scholarly Prose

KEE Hap Leng, Florence KUEK
Department of Chinese Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
Universiti Malaya

Abstract

This article examines Hou Kok Chung’s campus prose trilogy—Ban tai gu deng ying,
Ta li ta wai, and Wen hua ren de gan qing shi jie—through the lens of “anxiety
consciousness.” It argues that his scholarly prose develops along three interrelated
dimensions: “concern for the times and the nation,” “reflection on personal aspiration,”
and “humanistic concern.” Through close textual analysis and a diachronic approach, the
study demonstrates how these dimensions progress from external realities to inner
reflection and ultimately to broader humanistic engagement. Furthermore, by integrating
an analysis of narrative style and intellectual identity, the article shows how Hou Kok
Chung transforms anxiety consciousness into a sustained and structured mode of writing
through a restrained and rational narrative voice. His scholarly prose not only reflects the
historical experience of Malaysian Chinese intellectuals but also represents a mode of
intellectual writing shaped within a specific socio-cultural context. This study offers a
perspective for understanding the relationship between academic inquiry and humanistic
concern in Malaysian Chinese literature.

Keywords: Hou Kok Chung, anxiety consciousness, scholarly prose, humanistic concern,
Malaysian Chinese literature
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