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Culture, Nation and Humanity: The Critical
Consciousness Implicated in Lew Yok Long’s Poem

KHONG Ling Fei

Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University

Abstract

The Malaysian Chinese poets born in 1960s witness the country’s historical
transformation and possess a global perspective, and also inherit creative nourishment
from the former writers in the development of literature. Therefore, a rich cultural
background and a broad vision for poetic aesthetics are provided, resulting in a great
output and a comprehensive expression of their poetry. This paper aims to outline the
critical consciousness and core themes of Lew Yok Long’s poem, as one of the 1960s-
born Malaysian Chinese poets, by examining his profound concerns for culture, nation,
and humanity. When inheriting the tradition of the main poet associations of the 1970s,
which emphasised depicting the “cultural chinese” and classical chinese imagery, Lew
Yok Long who born in 1960s transforms his imagery into localised writing that directly
confronts local consciousness. This happens because of the complex elements such as
national identity and the nation’s development or changes among the Malaysian Chinese.
He mainly focuses on contemporary political and social issues, ethnic problems and
controversies, and also writes on historical, cultural, and social realities. His poetry avoids
sacrificing poetic quality due to excessive narrative, often employing fresh perspectives.

Keywords: Lew Yok Long, Malaysian Chinese poem, 1960s-born Malaysian Chinese
Writers, critical consciousness, national literary writing
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HHEBFEET) “eRB R/ ZAE-ANAARLEN—FR/ AL ERN/ AL BT
X AniBE T /AP B R R 3/ F R AAT 8 & /A RiE——/ B— &Rk, /
A&7 (KB, 2017, T 110-111), FraAE T A &EE S B,
R A& F RO FFAZ X A ) s R T

B 1 CL TSRS IR R B Tk, (R Z)a) — R ASE BN E R
AT ARERFIVIAWHI RS 2RISR LS, W G B — %

e TR R AR IEAE R/ R AL — A L K 8GR K Fe iy B/ ik iR A 5 5 F B
/RIS & 49 /)N K T8 /4847 IR IR IR G AGAR/ e A R ) X R F /b A
B A KA E A/ A AR/ E KRR/ R/ AGHEERE
JERFEHG/ R AT XEFE, 2017, W 116-117)

83



SXEAXESXET, F+=%, F—H, 20254F
Journal of Chinese Literature and Culture, Vol. 13, No. 1 (2025)

FERE T B BT R “AER A1 %7 2, e Xt G iR # L Bk
AR, RONT RIS DA TG, WRIIES MR T S D 2T (1 — 7 P K
P e A 4T R A S R R (B, rROE T RAERUT T 75 M i B ok A 8
(Keris), #RAMGUMERER 7 ANRIRFASBE&MERRGZ. T2, REFEAN
EAFRE S, a2 EL)E, AT HRMBER il Z A REO =,

RAZ e 2, RS T ATk i 5, SR S 35 SV 15 N
R IR 78 22 DL S BUR SR SCR IR AR, A2 4452 95 SRV W &4 i T ROk 2 &
Mo XBRZRUGAEIELR, W “EBRRZRELSNA. “REAMEHLLRE”
(I CEERFIEERIRY) . “RRE &8 ” (I (FEZHS—51% 13 i Kik
AU SRFA), BRREEFKEBUR M KRR, B IR e 5L e i) % & sk
KB, 2017, T 61; XIF I, 2017, W 109). TMIEWRKAFEX A HHE
IEE X BRI R A IEAL, BN RAE X 2 )5 B RN A U A Rk ) R AT G
RATEI B AHED, FFEEIRNASTEER T L uE &0 “— ek kB (X
B, 2017, W 118).

XNERAE (FRZHMAE) DLFH RS E, USREBEESR, kzZE
JRULE R E KRR S, HERE T “RbeEIHGEFEFRT 7, AT LRE
(P P52 o ARATTAF B RO 2 R i), #1 “REBRXHF R /MAHET
WNAF/ RS, BR/ KBG AR 2mEL” (XE R, 2017, T 131D, 4
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.
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B A& 2 /e R ALERIEE R/ B A T e & AT BT R R P VAR,
MRS e F oA —FA/ RIERAKE/ S iP5 &40 H R % EFESIR
/BMFEEF/ ARREHRAN A miL- (XEF R, 2017, T 135-137)

KA B LRI A 7 AR Bt Ay, IC i e AT 8 280 5 1
MRS FAE, SR “ R AR TR EITERIRART, EAEGIW T,
RIS R 2B R R I 5 T AL AT AR A AL S B L, RIS S Z A
I REDEFARAT. FR “EBR LMD", LMl 1ERZEK S
RAE = Z R B4 3Y J, Z A 0 A AU AR T 51 77, B IE RSB e AR A
£, AR & “HEEGTREA L7, WX A EAARAR
REAG AL E S RN . T TR BL 2 TR R R S IR 2 203 22 15 AR AR AT,
LA T8 345 1) 2 iy 5 7K 1B 2 1 2 TR RI 2GS b, A AT 5 AT K N 852
o T B A IS I g R e

e €20 R FERIL: JEMREEH ——8I « RS (DU (1993 42))
R, XIERUM AN “FEE S /N 4% ” (The Vulture and the Little Girl) [ 57 £
W —MREAE NN, BN “th/#B 5 BN/ NGk LA B &/ seihlkk
ZERNE BIE/ER LG T BA/ R/ RN - FTHF LA e/ T
W I1/40 TRt/ T4 6 TH/H R (XNE K, 2017, T 31-32), FHbiISEsE
FIH I, KA FR S R A S BT S LA AE oy R A A [ — Bk Ta],  Afi 45
ERETHNPWA—RESH G A H AR, DRI ANTE 5T E
JBNGE ARG B S R T i R AR AR, BN SR B St AN ]
BRI SA5s . IXEEEEETOfR, TERAT R E RIS B “ e R 8 A4,
EEREFT” —H), WRBEEATRREZEAEN “ LW kEE T, w
CUBEH S Z eI R IE PR R AN TS “AReGE B REEF LA kD
A7 GUE R, 2017, T 136). XIE REIE T RmaItHE . F=5. S E SN0
WA, BITEIE SR IR 2T M SR, SR RIKEZ, &L EFF ) IE 2
SRR RS RN R R SCRH R R R IR SR N & o
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PR LT, P9 AL e B N TR R . A HERZER, A
20 (FRINRILFIRIE) S N KAl N A8 A 2 T8 R BCKOR,  H1k
DU 8] 3RAS SEAE G IH ED R A R HONEE R, fE2114h. SRIEUCN “ R FEAv i L%
Ao BRRBEULEEAG A, AEBBREREF, NEFFPRRAMEFHE, 52K
BARKA D EmAFI, FRKARF PO REARR” (BE, 2001, T 15),
T NS R BOE 4 AN A GG . 8] T 4ARE e, MiEE R AL
WA =S T ok A, Hi 2N AR S, R S A
SCHHRFEE AR A U RS A X B, AR S R TR S I TR s A

f£ (20 HHLFMRIL: AFITRE——BREE SELE (1986 4)) o, XERE
N NEES/LEBETE LA TRE/ A ZETRTRROEE/ S —A
PLARBGR &I /A 35 8 K TR AL/ AR AR K8 R /AR AT AT 8 /87 (XE T,
2017, T 28-29). i A5 HLAR A oy 1 6 8 1A B A BB I A P e S SR AT
t, Ml TEEEN . Fode, BAEEMNSORITI “AFEKIEIE” #3h&
M NFFE T W AMRILIS 1986 G EATR WHLBkAE S KAk, T9bit
PAFRIFED 53 TR R IR 2 AP BRI A FoRAR, DL “H TR B “id
Ak e A BCHARAEE IR, TRAKK “3T & La g ia
K7 YTMAFT . (20 HEHE RIS, Mt ——E 6] ZHUEAE (1996 4))
SR NS 2 ST TEAR A AT B A B ROR A, “ S ke
FRWEF RS/ B BT A AR, I E DD ORE T i DU 2 5T
SO “ATEIMEAS” B “AR AT, TIANEARH SRS, REREAESIEL R
RS RE (B R, 2017, T 35). HILHA, Rrdilid CEE 5084
AR BGR S P T T — 22 BHE LR,

SRR E e, £ 2 8 e PR D LA AR A R B, JE
RIENEAE 2Pz sem, DRFOE 5 RBERACHE . H TR, N
gk, DADD ey b8 2 sEAE AR RS B S SR D s AN
NN, BT AN RO NSO 2 S IR

fi. &

S ez ezt 5aE, MIBERRR. A SRERTRED
HOUE R, BURAEREAT /AN BOCSESCRAIME, #NHEEIN IS TERE, Al
e, MIGAE B, W RIS SR 5 ARAN R R IR .
MEL “ WAL ” Wz, ANFERHAKEE MR SRR ke, &R bt
W R R T ROT #h S A% 0 R . ASCRLXIE e i A Mg, I el
T 2RI BRI X ERAULER R, LR R R K EAR K
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SRR, IR AU RN BT G RIS A0
AR IRV R M o

LOERRIME R AL M Tk S5 N T 2m e 55 g%, EXE
ﬁ%i?@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ?%%k%iﬁﬁﬂ%,ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ&%

o I P2 [ S R AR T UK BV I A B MR, e L TS R T i A
%mﬁﬁiiaﬁmﬁﬂ%goEﬁ%ﬁ%ki%%%ﬁ%%,%%E%%$ﬂ
NS ArIE, HOARRATEZR SRR DS . HimA & A SR R i1
o HZURMH TR, A7, RE” SRS PRSI E S, RIEFEH
HERRENAS, RIHSCUBEIRBE . T AR IS A NSRRI 1
SACER, A I RO, AR IR SO AR AR B ] i S A
MAE “FFRRZE". “URME” Sl R, SEBE T1E L8 B & LU S90E
A NS B I, RIS B S S SR AR AR AR AL

T EFR R, WEANTERAN “BUaiTE” BE, MAISERRA
2, AR A2 53R SRR . XE A 2 8 R0 BRI
At I 2 A, HORIEBSEBUA A 2 r) 5 48, 2 rpil RO TR D
P EZ . AN BRI SN, 5 B BN & B . HIRE R 2 A
AR RS RN RIS LA — RIS G, T A S A4 5 I AR RS 1 X A
[ B 5

FEA R S NSO 2 BLSERRM (R s S AR D51, X E e R N B TS
B, AR RS e i s T AR AR R R B, e AUE G DT TR IAME I
BE AR AN B 5 — A ORI Rk P E o M I AN S 8 4 A A1y s 30
LKA, KR AZFREL 85 A9 KB REARNE EEE AT
L S EAEREA . IS AR, WsEM . AR, KR, HEIRE
g v s KA R Tk, DR R B E s s T A
A DA S i A 05 2, R SRR AR AN Tl L, OF R I T NS
WP BRI . B BRI AT R . A S SRR AT 2E AT Y
“HCEREE” 155, S N A TR SR B SR BAR AR
B, T AR 2 NSO ST R AR B A IR A R R AR Aol . A AR L
WRASKIEL, (64 A dh R T S R 4ERE, N = B PR B

PR R R TR, tRE SN T TN T SRR R 1 QR R
DRMARERL . RN 726 S i N AR SR PU L g S48 AR, DL AL T4 BRI
A& E RSO SRR ALET . 8 ir BB, BR T T EH W
ZIE RGO LLAL, WA YHE R 2 IRy, ARFHRBIE S R ARAETE. &
PR, TR IR TS o
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