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Abstract

Due to the frequent use of Chinese objects, the novels of Singaporean Chinese writer
Soon Ailing show a distinct “Chineseness” in terms of superficial cultural aesthetics and
internal ethical values. Objects in the novels bear specific cultural connotations and
become images. This paper explores the form, function and significance of the objects in
Soon Ailing’s novels through interpreting the language of objects. Objects in the novels
have both the narrative function of building space, linking structures and the rhetorical
function of characterisation. Within the text, they are the pivot of linking the characters’
relationship and time-space transition, and outside the text, they are also the medium
through which the author traces the origin of the national culture and contemplates the
contemporary culture. Soon not only retains the original meaning of objects in the
traditional Chinese cultural context, but also gives them extra-textual realistic significance
by writing about their changes and innovations in different spatial and temporal
environments, highlighting the fluidity of Chineseness. The emphasis on cultural flavour
and the capture of cultural mobility have made Soon Ailing’s novels unique.
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ARE E IR (R A “ILE R AT AR HRERERE, mAaEHS
RFERMERRRENE, RIEHX B S RESEEABRA . RS s
W d SRS MR, WP NIRIREDCIE, AR GRS 7T w1

COREAT i) B SREAT 76 2 22 ) AN B S A B AR 5 v A [R] SCAb i e i A A
A . Sy IEFAESCR B WK ORI gL, 5 57 B S A B SRk
Ik 5 R I A A8 8 DU B S AR AT R 2, I AR SR I AEE Y
BoE T, R T ZRE RS KRGS S ORI H 254 . Mok e 5
A I R E 2 B DX 22 AT AR D 7R B R D A M 22 ST R STAG B
N BREAT R R B IR T AT PIARN RASA 5 R R E BE L Rk 2 8] 5 R RS 4
Al AAREIER) MR, SR IRETE AR SOOI ) R, N
v A SIMEESN BRI T, AN ESESFA LA N,
MBI A AR T 6N AE 2 T SO IA B VR U AR AIE 3, 2 A [ 1) 5 ok 7
. f R A, R IR SCAR AR B T A R AR R “ A ARIF s A A2 A
IR, SIET P A al, A H CANGERE LK By R Rk ik = N\ 2 8] f) 2
BRI RGZ AL A AT E i e, b R T 3EAT 2R K I 7 A B B 0 I3,
B IE N AR LT P IAME R R 2 BEAT R A T A IR R B LR
EESLIR R AR A A, R BY S IR A NSRRI B3R 304 T4k
FE AR AN AT A AR FE Y o BEARAE 3B 48 A% G SCAL W 51 R 2 AT P s i A
N, BGOSR & T R IR J&,  BONH B A B RS KT 4R
BEHIAT o AT XSV AR B ST SRy AL SRS R R S, TR I H A )
EALERPHEENER.

B 15 S0 PR EIRT DA R A S e it R R AR R A, P E
P S BLAE P R e P BT T A B ) B A SR N AR . D CHIT )
THFALNACE T ARIEY N “REdR7 MEREM, HRIBERARATERE T
MR AR T FTIPB BT R R By, Al BRI THIT A 3T
L) LA T BRI SRE BT B BRI TR G EAR B . AR T EF A
KN, ARl S EE Tk i BB, R o PR SR AR A RN 2 R AR
miaF R, WE TR, T, RUCEREMER, 56 EE ik
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FHRBSMIRER OB E B TE, € “BER” WEREHERER . DK
e, AEE NSRRI A R RS A O 0 05 SRERIE A T A AL, M
BRSO E A A T B B M b TN AR PR B AR AR G A AL, Bt A
KA WS, R ST 2 a R a1 TR

HI 0 (4 BT A T oK ) PR AR PR R A, B Y A BR AL TS 357 ARl SCAL AR B
[ 2 [T A 17 A7 76 B N SCAGAS W J6E G 5 1A 8 A2 S5 R 950 JF A S A 7 A il i B
RIS, SCHAR H AL RS REAG 2 AR XA (S P AR AREAT o A2 R ERAL I AR,
P75 ARJ7 fegi. BIEZE BRI T EAIWICIZ S sz d, BIwE, Frilft
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AN N B BRI RE A7 5 G I 3l A T SO G, AT AN R SO B 32
oHE R R, B BT S0 By (1 B BRI FE

INERRAEY GBS B MR SRAR 8, W] IR B 5 E .
—J7TH, WO R BT, HAYSEERENE g e sE, WU RS Y
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fEIE SR IR &, WERF R e OR B S A AL G kR ) —J5 T, it Lok
R T, WNIRIAMESCN RN T, BB TR L T AR,
SRR G0k SAS E IS e NP A TR A A B S A B T 2, 3k o e
A DR s R B T AR PR Bl 1 252 . SR A ) 3 1 DA 15 5 R AR IR B, R
HH P2 3 06} FR AR Ak 5 A [ LA AS [ AR S b S8 iR R A AR . i R A
ZRMPEOERE “UERF XA R BT #HEF L7 (FFRY, 2020, T 61)
(1) TR RS, FFAEINE R NI K BEE R BTN« 5t 37 hm il Bk &
IREG AR (BRRNY, 2020, T 63). SR, ZHE/NCARUUIER], FhER
HARR S Tt S B . Wl FEomdk, EFEEE . THEH\E
Ja MEIRFINS . G R RE AR S VLB —Hh, R AL EE T AR S
Frits . Dok PU 0 [F I g N AN U IR S o St rR AR 1R B T RT DA D b2 B X6 AR
NGO FAE G SCA R s R AN ], Bt () B 2 75 R0 78 5 155 B BUR X
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WA R A R SR S, AR E AN B (AR A S TR B H B 3 AR
PREE, TR AR I AR R S Ak gk R S e R 3 R R A . /N R A
BB R A G 5 I ek Sk 75 I AS S0 AR RS SRRl A . A 6T I )
PERIATT, I bt B AR BRI 17 P i N el A R B AR B IH B A g ) B
R Wt T SO R RS S TR TR I BE S I AS T
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