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Abstract

Lee Yung Ping’s Lazifu represents an “assimilative” textual form, wherein the author
infuses his own ethnic group’s (Chinese) sentiments while writing about another ethnic
group (minority ethnic groups), expressing the Chinese desire for integration with
minority ethnic groups. However, does Lazifu achieve the expected level of ethnic
integration? Narrated through the first-person perspective of “I”’ (Ah Ping) as an observer
from childhood to adulthood, the literary work examines the life of a minority woman,
lazi. The characters’ thoughts and actions reflect their own ethnic consciousness,
showcasing the cultural connotations of different characters. By taking close reading
method, this paper interprets the interplay between characterization and cultural
significance through the frameworks of the “dual cultural hegemon,” the “dual cultural
outsiders,” and the “reflective cultural caretaker”.

Keywords: Lee Yung Ping, Lazifu, character portrayal, cultural implications, ethnic
integration
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